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LIVING WITH COVID-19
Editorial Note: Susi Steier, a thirty-something young lady living in England and a friend to one of
our AW young moms, has graciously agreed to share her story of living with COVID-19 on our
blog. She first posted this account on her Facebook page on March 25th. She has since recovered
from the virus and is doing well.
Published with permission.
---------------------------Many of you might be wondering what it’s like to be one of the many suspected cases of coronavirus,
so I thought I’d share a bit of my experience with you.
I started feeling ill last Saturday, March 21, 2020. First, I was just unusually tired, but towards the
evening I got a mild fever. Then I developed the dreaded cough.
I spent the next day in bed with a fever, but by Monday I felt slightly better. Less fever, more fatigue,
more coughing. I get out of breath easily, even when I just speak or eat, and I often feel dizzy. My
fever has been up and down since the symptoms started, but all in all they have been relatively mild.
I talked to a friend from church yesterday who works with COVID patients in London and he said that
the symptoms reach their peak on day 5-7. So, let’s see how the next few days will go.

Something that kept coming to my mind over the last few days was how God repeatedly calls his people
to trust him in the face of danger. In the book of Isaiah, we see the Assyrian army coming, they have
already taken the Northern Kingdom and now they’re on their way to Jerusalem. How are they
supposed to trust in God when the danger is so real and so immediate? Before the pandemic, I don’t
think I’ve ever appreciated what it might feel like to trust in God rather than in other people. In
governments making the right decisions, in doctors who help the critically ill, in researchers who
develop a vaccine, in my own body to fight the virus.
God eventually delivers Jerusalem from the Assyrian army. But even this rescue is only temporary
because only two chapters later we see hints of the next enemy, Babylon, who will in only a few years’
time destroy Jerusalem and drag the people into exile.
Will our rescue from the coronavirus be just as temporary? When we finally get through this, what will
the world look like? What’s the next danger we need to be rescued from?
In Isaiah, God promises his people a rescue that lasts. A rescue from this broken world to a world
where there is no more danger, no more coronavirus or unemployment or loneliness. A world where
there is no more death.
“On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.”

Isaiah 25:6-8
This is so much better than any rescue this world has to offer because it means we won’t ever need
another rescue. We often think the idea of a new world, or of heaven, is irrelevant for us, but during
this time I’m reminded that heaven is exactly what we all need. We’ll finally be safe and perfectly
happy. Isn’t this what we’re all longing for?
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